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Greene's novel, so far from resembling Helena's descrip-
tion of herself and Hermia,

" Like to a double cherry, seeming parted,
But yet an union in partition,"

is in reality two stories lightly linked together by the construction

of the plsy.

circumstance that the same persons play a part in both.
The former of the two stories, that of Leontes' jealousy
and his vengeance upon Hermione, occupies the three
first acts; the latter story, dealing with the loves of
Perdita and Florizel, and the reconciliation of Hermione
and Leontes born of those loves, completes the play.
Gervinus very aptly speaks of the " wasp-like body of
Greene's story," and remarks, " while Shakespeare has at
other times permitted in his dramas the existence of a
two-fold action, connected by a common idea, it was not
necessary, in the instance before us, to sever the wasp-
like body of Greene's story, nor could he have entirely
concentrated the two actions; he could but connect them
indistinctly by a leading idea in both, although the man-
ner in which he has outwardly connected them is a
delicate and spirited piece of art, uniting, as he has done,
tragedy and comedy, making the one elevate the other,
and thus enriching the stage with a tragi-comic pastoral,
a combination wholly unknown even to the good Po-
lonius." * The curtain rises upon the Court of Leontes,
King of Sicily, which his friend Polkenes, King of
Bohemia, is preparing to leave, after having paid a visit
of nine months3 length. Failing to persuade him to stay
longer, 'Leontes urges his Queen to see whether her
influence with their guest may not be more powerful

*See H<unfa> ii. 2. 415-19.